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One recent morning I went
into a local Dunkin Donuts shop
with a friend and a young Latina
woman doing counter service
looked at me with a smile and asked
if I remembered her.  She looked
familiar when I did a quick study
of her face.  Thankfully she had on
a nametag and a quick glance at the
tag was the final confirmation of a
face I hadn’t seen in years.
“Jocelyn” was about 12 years old
when she was last in program.  She
looked well and I wished I had more
time to catch up with her, but there
was a line of other customers
behind me.

Some other youth have
worked in various roles within our
agency as both teen and adult
workers, some for several years of
dedicated service.  The lessons they
have learned at a young age give
them fonts of wisdom with which
to impart on our young clients, often
more than any college class can
teach.

Life experience and college
are a very powerful combination.
One young man, “Jeffery,” is a

freshman in college this year.  He
came to us as the eight year old
younger brother of another boy.  This
eight year old grew up with us right
through high school and considers
our agency his “second home.”  With
his intelligence and technological
skills, he appears headed for an
engineering-type career.

The children and youth we
today prepare will be our future co-
workers and neighbors.  With your
help we will continue to serve a
population who have experienced
traumatic childhoods, but who we
expect to become productive
members of our community….and
they are doing just that.

MISSION STATEMENT
Youth United for Survival is

dedicated to helping youth who
have experienced

trauma develop into
healthy and responsible people

through positive
youth development

programs.
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Thanks Mom!

On the Friday evening before Mother’s Day,
we celebrated with many of the Mothers of
children we serve by hosting a special dinner
thoughtfully planned by our staff, especially by
our Program Coordinator, Santos Vazquez.
Fifty-four Mothers attended, along with family
members for about 120 guests total.

Mother’s Day Dinner Honors Y-US Mothers
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Kids Just
Like to
have fun
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Y-US Beneficiary of Memorial Contributions

To the world you
might be just one
person, but to one
person you might
just be the world.

-Author Unknown

We thank the families of Carl Holgerson, Michael Downey, and Andre Campbell for naming Y-US the
beneficiary of their loved ones’ memorial contributions after their recent passings.  Carl was an early Board
Member and gave generously of his wisdom and experience throughout much of the 1990’s.  Michael is the son
of Eileen Hurst (Downey), the dedicated and faithful Assistant Director of Y-US in the late 1980’s through 1994.
Andre Campbell is the relative of Rich, Cindy, Paul and Michael Campbell, longtime friends of Y-US.  We thank
the following people for honoring Carl, Michael and Andre’s legacy through memorial contributions:

Peter and Laverne Aivano
Thomas and Eileen Andreoli
Marjory Appel
Ann Bartolomeo
Mary Bavaro
Louis Bazzano
Laurel Bean
Richard and Betsey Blaisdell
James and Margie Blansfield
Henry Blansfield
Rita Bolger
Richard and Diana Boorjian
Constance Boston
Patricia Bousquet
James and Myrna Bowen
Charles and Virginia Brown
Joan Lombardi Bybee
Maurice and Claire Campbell
Ralph Campbell
Robert and Eileen Campbell
Robert and Karen Collin
Arthur and Jaclyn Corbeil
Douglas and Carol Corry
David and Barbara Coughlin
Lionel and Dorris Cyr
Frank and Irma Czerwinski
Tom and Elizabeth D’ Attilo
Dalene Hardwood Flooring Co., Inc.
Martin and Martha Decker
Dee Dedonato-Vowles
David and Karen Duff
Linda Dugas
David and Jean Duval
Julia Eifes
Kenneth and Barbara Eifes
Sharon Eifes
Laura Engel
Tina Faggaini
Fahrenheit Mechanical Services, Inc.
Filomeno & Company, P.C.
Elizabeth Fournier
Louis Gilbert
Marc Goldstein
Juan and Carla Gomez

Jeffrey Goodwin
Tom and Sherry Goodwin
Peter and Lois Grady
Griffin Land & Nurseries, Inc.
Gary and Deborah Gula
William Hinchcliffe
Deborah Hurst
Mary Hurst
Lawrence Hutnick
Stanford and Beverley Inman
Roland and Judith Johnson
Diane Kalentkowski
Jeffrey and Mimi Kaplan
Laura Kass
The Kenyon Family
John and Patricia Klein
Lucille Killany
William Kleinert
Michael and Audrey Lachant
Bert and Peggy Lantz
Timothy and Nancy Larson
Larsen ACE Hardware
Jerry Lombardi
Marianne Lombardi
Michelle Lynes

James and Elizabeth Malley
Michael Maulucci
Joseph and Kelly  McCarthy
William and Clare McCusker
Anthony and Paula Melillo
Richard and Anne Millham
Donna Miller
Antonia Moran
John and Susan Mulcahy
Carolyn Neely
James and Cynthia Parke
Guy Ouellette and Karen Parker
Michael and Sheila Parker
Anthony and Maureen Pereira
Philip and Patricia Pomposi
P.M.H Credit Union, Vermont
Herbert and Stella Richardson
Russell and Donna Richardson
William Rieger D.D.S.
Raymond and Karen Ronan
John and Elaine Samsell
James and Janice Schley
Walter and Esther Schmidt
Stephen and Michele Scianna
Stephen and Susan Shadford
Robert and Sandra Shaw
Sheet Metal Workers International
Association Local NO. 40
Joseph and Janice Siebert
David and Diane Sodaro
Joseph and Gail Stafford
Kenneth and Karin Stetson
Vincent and Sandra Trifiro
June Urban
Ben Tyson and Christine Unson
Richard and Elizabeth Wales
Timothy and Karen Ward
James and Gertrude Watt
Donald and Leota White
Jason and Lauren Wiedrich
John and Lynda Wilson
Frank and Eleanor Zacchera
Robert and Lisa Zampaglione
Joseph and Lorri Zils 3



Address Service Requested

Save the Date!Save the Date!Save the Date!Save the Date!Save the Date!
Friday, September 14th, 2007

6 PM
  First Annual Awards Dinner

Plan on joining us for an enjoyable
evening of fun and help support

the mission of
Youth United for Survival!

Sheraton Hotel, East Hartford

More details coming this Summer!

If you would like to help sponsor the event,
please contact Lou Gilbert at

(860) 951-7268 ext 101
Or see our website at

www.y-us.org

Don Goodman, President
Kate Kerchaert, Vice-President
Barbara Bodnar Linden, Treasurer
Amethyst Bentham, Secretary
Elba Cruz Schulman
Mark Welzenbach
Bill Pinto

Louis Gilbert, Executive Director
Rafael Lopez, Jr., Program Director
VonMarie Luna, Administrative Assistant
Dr. Theresa Kreibick, Child Clinician
Santos Vasquez, Program Coordinator
Krista Gale, Program Coordinator
Tywann Gibson, Program Coordinator
Abby Chamberlin, Behavioral Specialist
Teresita Marquez, Behavioral Specialist
Wesley Gordon, Youth Worker
Michelle Aponte - Martinez, Youth Worker
Yomaris Reyes, Youth Worker
Christopher Clayton, Youth Worker
Rosa Vazquez, Youth Worker
Alexa Sanchez, Youth Worker
Tim Little, JVC Youth Worker
Ramon Flores, Per Diem Youth Worker
Ivette Davis, Per Diem Youth Worker
Sandro T., Junior Youth Worker
Andrew P., Junior Youth Worker
Nicholas R., Junior Youth Worker
Gina Gorman , Vehicle Safety Instructor
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